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The study on the relationship between rehabilitation services and
healthcare resource use among patients with acute stroke

Kouichi ISHIMURA" Takumi NISHI” Tomoharu SARUWATARI” Akira BABAZONO?

[Abstract]

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to quantify the relationship between rehabilitation services and healthcare resource use
among patients with acute stroke by electronic medical claim data.

Method: We analyzed the electronic medical claim data on patients with acute stroke, belonging to National Health Insurance
Organization, who were admitted to hospitals on April 2009. Their claims had been followed until March 2010 to disclose the
relationship between rehabilitation services and healthcare resource use among patients with acute stroke

Results: Implementation of rehabilitation plan and rehabilitation activities increased healthcare costs. They might not result in
efficient healthcare services for healthcare.

Discussion: Implementation of rehabilitation plan and rehabilitation activities did not decrease the number of inpatient days. It
could be because there are enough resources to care patients with disabilities out of healthcare facilities. Both facilities and care
system for patients with disabilities should be created to meet needs for them.

Key words: Electronic medical claim data, acute stroke,
clinical process Relationship of the health care team
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The legal structure of medical insurance
Tetsuo YAMAZAKI" Naoshi KATAOKA? Kazuaki KUWABARA® Akira BABAZONO?

[Abstract)

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to clarify the legal structure of medical insurance through two precedents: “The legal
relations of outstanding copayments in insurance-based medical institutions” and “Who are the involved parties in a medical
insurance contract?

Methods: We discussed the principle of opposition between a “private contract” and “medical insurance” (as two axes) from the
standpoints and under the theories of the Constitution, civil law, and social security law, and examined influences and effects
exerted by the principle in the medical insurance system.

Results: In Japan, since the enforcement of the Civil Code, the legal relationship between a physician and patient has been
characterized by the private medical care contract. In today’s public medical insurance system, the legal relationship between
an insurance-based medical facility and insured person can be considered to support the theory of the private medical care
(practice) contract. Interested parties in public medical insurance contracts include three legal subjects: an insured, insurance-
based medical institution, and insurer. Therefore, the medical care system in Japan viewed in terms of legal relations is a
mixture of private and public contracts, which should rather be recognized as the “concept of a medical contract”. In the
process of copayment at an insurance-based medical institution, no rule or obligation regarding payment, receipt, or calculation
methods will arise between an insured and the medical institution, or the right to forcible collection of accounts receivable by
the medical institution, and the final decision on the amount of payment will be made by the insurer.

Discussion: In terms of the legal structure, the level of financial loss that has no legal grounds shall be ultimately zero under
legal theory. Therefore, the health insurance law, whereby accounts receivable will be reported as a loss incurred by a medical
institution, is considered to have a defect in legal terms. Medical insurance is based on the principle of a bipolar legal structure:
“private contract” and “public insurance” as a contract in accordance with Public Law. As these two opposing principles
interact (while conflicting) with each other, and become integrated and more inclusive, the aspect of the legal norm in medical
insurance develops.

Keywords: medical care contract, concept of medical contract, theory of private contract, theory of public contract, defect in
legal terms
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